God’s Calling Requirements
Part 28

“1 When Baruch son of Neriah wrote on a scroll the words Jeremiah the prophet dictated in
the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, Jeremiah said this to Baruch: 2
“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to you, Baruch: 3 You said, ‘Woe to me!
The LORD has added sorrow to my pain; I am worn out with groaning and find no rest.’ 4
But the LORD has told me to say to you, ‘This is what the LORD says: I will overthrow what
I have built and uproot what | have planted, throughout the earth. 5 Should you then seek
great things for yourself? Do not seek them. For I will bring disaster on all people, declares
the LORD, but wherever you go | will let you escape with your life.” (Jeremiah 45:1-5)

Baruch, was a friend and faithful attendant of Jeremiah. He was commissioned to write what
Jeremiah was dictating to him. He witnessed and was part and parcel of the turmoil and the
successive painful events that Jeremiah was passing through. Although he might got
discourage but Baruch stayed with Jeremiah and share with him the affliction. Baruch
continued to be with Jeremiah even when the people forced themselves to go down to Egypt in
rebellion to the Lord’s commands and in their refusal to stay in the land and be under the
subjection of the Babylonians.

Baruch seemed that he was daunted in facing all the trials that Jeremiah was facing, that is why
the message of God came to Him, “2 “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to you,
Baruch: 3 You said, ‘Woe to me! The LORD has added sorrow to my pain; I am worn out
with groaning and find no rest.” He possibly was not happy with his life and with what God
was allowing him to pass through. He had grieve rather than joy, feeling of loss rather than
gain, and constant threats rather than satisfaction or rest. The life and the example of Baruch
can be a copy of the life that you are living and what you are passing through as you are
responding to God’s call.

Jeremiah was commissioned by the Lord to tell Baruch the following: “4 But the LORD has
told me to say to you, ‘This is what the LORD says: I will overthrow what I have built and
uproot what I have planted, throughout the earth. 5 Should you then seek great things for
yourself? Do not seek them. Through this message God was telling Baruch not to look to gain
material things in this world, and not to seek good things for yourself in this life. God frankly
told him, Do not seek them. Furthermore God told him the following: “For | will bring
disaster on all people, declares the LORD, but wherever you go | will let you escape with
your life,” God expounded to him that He will punish the wicked of His people and the rest of
man who don’t acknowledge God. But He promised Baruch that wherever He will take him or
bring him that his salvation will be secured in God’s hand. Jesus says to us today, “27 My
sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.” (John 10:27-28)

To grasp what Baruch had passed through let us now go and read what Baruch witnessed and
shared from suffering that Jeremiah was passing through:

1- He witnessed Jeremiah buying a field of a land during the siege that Jeremiah did not use
it: “1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah
king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2 The army of the king of

Babylon was then besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was confined in the
courtyard of the guard in the royal palace of Judah. 3 Now Zedekiah king of Judah had
imprisoned him there, saying, “Why do you prophesy as you do? You say, ‘This is what the
LORD says: | am about to give this city into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will
capture it. 4 Zedekiah king of Judah will not escape the Babylonians but will certainly be
given into the hands of the king of Babylon, and will speak with him face to face and see
him with his own eyes. 5 He will take Zedekiah to Babylon, where he will remain until | deal
with him, declares the LORD. If you fight against the Babylonians, you will not succeed.’ ”
6 Jeremiah said, “The word of the LORD came to me: 7 Hanamel son of Shallum your
uncle is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative
it is your right and duty to buy it.” 8 “Then, just as the LORD had said, my cousin Hanamel
came to me in the courtyard of the guard and said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory
of Benjamin. Since it is your right to redeem it and possess it, buy it for yourself.” “I knew
that this was the word of the LORD; 9 so | bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin
Hanamel and weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver. 10 | signed and sealed the
deed, had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales. 11 | took the deed of
purchase—the sealed copy containing the terms and conditions, as well as the unsealed
copy— 12 and | gave this deed to Baruch son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, in the
presence of my cousin Hanamel and of the witnesses who had signed the deed and of all the
Jews sitting in the courtyard of the guard. 13 “In their presence I gave Baruch these
instructions: 14 ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Take these
documents, both the sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of purchase, and put them in a
clay jar so they will last a long time. 15 For this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of
Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land.’ 16 “After I had
given the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah, | prayed to the LORD: 17 “Ah,
Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and
outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. 18 You show love to thousands but bring the
punishment for the parents’ sins into the laps of their children after them. Great and mighty
God, whose name is the LORD Almighty, 19 great are your purposes and mighty are your
deeds. Your eyes are open to the ways of all mankind; you reward each person according to
their conduct and as their deeds deserve. 20 You performed signs and wonders in Egypt and
have continued them to this day, in Israel and among all mankind, and have gained the
renown that is still yours. 21 You brought your people Israel out of Egypt with signs and
wonders, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror. 22 You gave them
this land you had sworn to give their ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey. 23 They
came in and took possession of it, but they did not obey you or follow your law; they did not
do what you commanded them to do. So you brought all this disaster on them. 24 “See how
the siege ramps are built up to take the city. Because of the sword, famine and plague, the
city will be given into the hands of the Babylonians who are attacking it. What you said has
happened, as you now see. 25 And though the city will be given into the hands of the
Babylonians, you, Sovereign LORD, say to me, ‘Buy the field with silver and have the
transaction witnessed.’ ” 26 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 27 “I am the
LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me? 28 Therefore this is what the
LORD says: | am about to give this city into the hands of the Babylonians and to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who will capture it. 29 The Babylonians who are
attacking this city will come in and set it on fire; they will burn it down, along with the
houses where the people aroused my anger by burning incense on the roofs to Baal and by
pouring out drink offerings to other gods. 30 “The people of Israel and Judah have done




nothing but evil in my sight from their youth; indeed, the people of Israel have done nothing
but arouse my anger with what their hands have made, declares the LORD. 31 From the day
it was built until now, this city has so aroused my anger and wrath that I must remove it
from my sight. 32 The people of Israel and Judah have provoked me by all the evil they have
done—they, their kings and officials, their priests and prophets, the people of Judah and
those living in Jerusalem. 33 They turned their backs to me and not their faces; though |
taught them again and again, they would not listen or respond to discipline. 34 They set up
their vile images in the house that bears my Name and defiled it. 35 They built high places
for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molech,
though 1 never commanded—nor did it enter my mind—that they should do such a
detestable thing and so make Judah sin. 36 “You are saying about this city, ‘By the sword,
famine and plague it will be given into the hands of the king of Babylon’; but this is what
the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 37 | will surely gather them from all the lands where |
banish them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and
let them live in safety. 38 They will be my people, and I will be their God. 39 I will give them
singleness of heart and action, so that they will always fear me and that all will then go well
for them and for their children after them. 40 | will make an everlasting covenant with
them: | will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that they
will never turn away from me. 41 | will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant
them in this land with all my heart and soul. 42 “This is what the LORD says: As I have
brought all this great calamity on this people, so | will give them all the prosperity | have
promised them. 43 Once more fields will be bought in this land of which you say, ‘It is a
desolate waste, without people or animals, for it has been given into the hands of the
Babylonians.” 44 Fields will be bought for silver, and deeds will be signed, sealed and
witnessed in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem, in the towns of
Judah and in the towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the Negev,
because I will restore their fortunes, declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 32:1-44) Jeremiah was
commissioned by God to buy that particular field of land in spite of the siege of the Babylonian
around Jerusalem. Jeremiah did that and spent money in buying that. He told the Lord, “25
And though the city will be given into the hands of the Babylonians, you, Sovereign LORD,
say to me, ‘Buy the field with silver and have the transaction witnessed.” The purpose of God
behind that is to give a message of hope in fulfilling His promise to His people who would
repent and then to be restored. God was telling through what He asked Jeremiah to do is that
there is hope and there is restoration in God if people would repent, 43 Once more fields will
be bought in _this land of which you say, ‘It is a desolate waste, without people or animals,
for it has been given into the hands of the Babylonians.’ 44 Fields will be bought for silver,

and deeds will be signed, sealed and witnessed in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages
around Jerusalem, in the towns of Judah and in the towns of the hill country, of the western
foothills and of the Negev, because | will restore their fortunes, declares the LORD. Jeremiah
paid the money but he did not use the land for his personal purpose or for his needs. The
purpose and the needs of Jeremiah were directed solely to serve God and to do His will. Many
who are called to serve God would expect financial relief and treasure from God, and that is
fine, but there are times that you have money and treasure but you are not enjoying them and
use them to do what gives you relief and rest. Baruch was along with Jeremiah during the
whole process of that transaction and he knew and understood that serving God is not a
financial gain, gaining profits or making business. “3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does
not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are
conceited and understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and

quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant
friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think
that godliness is a means to financial gain.” (I1Timothy 6:3-5) It might even come to
Baruch’s mind that what will be his profit in standing firm with Jeremiah; after he saw clearly
that Jeremiah gain nothing of material things, he might be even got discouraged. Many when
they got involve in ministry and see others who serve God wholeheartedly suffer for Christ’s
sake might get discouraged and question God or even they will not accept that to happen to
them. Peter said to Jesus, “28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!”
(Luke 18:28) Jesus answered him, “29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who
has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the
kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to
come eternal life.” (Luke 18:29-30)

2- He witnessed how the people ridiculed the message of God through Jeremiah and how he
needed to write again what Jeremiah dictated him because the king burned the scroll that he
wrote: “1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came to
Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Take a scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to
you concerning Israel, Judah and all the other nations from the time | began speaking to
you in the reign of Josiah till now. 3 Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about every
disaster | plan to inflict on them, they will each turn from their wicked ways; then I will
forgive their wickedness and their sin.” 4 So Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah, and
while Jeremiah dictated all the words the LORD had spoken to him, Baruch wrote them on
the scroll. 5 Then Jeremiah told Baruch, “I am restricted; I am not allowed to go to the
LORD’s temple. 6 So you go to the house of the LORD on a day of fasting and read to the
people from the scroll the words of the LORD that you wrote as | dictated. Read them to all
the people of Judah who come in from their towns. 7 Perhaps they will bring their petition
before the LORD and will each turn from their wicked ways, for the anger and wrath
pronounced against this people by the LORD are great.” 8 Baruch son of Neriah did
everything Jeremiah the prophet told him to do; at the LORD’s temple he read the words of
the LORD from the scroll. 9 In the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah
king of Judah, a time of fasting before the LORD was proclaimed for all the people in
Jerusalem and those who had come from the towns of Judah. 10 From the room of
Gemariah son of Shaphan the secretary, which was in the upper courtyard at the entrance of
the New Gate of the temple, Baruch read to all the people at the LORD’s temple the words of
Jeremiah from the scroll. 11 When Micaiah son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all
the words of the LORD from the scroll, 12 he went down to the secretary’s room in the royal
palace, where all the officials were sitting: Elishama the secretary, Delaiah son of
Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Akbor, Gemariah son of Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah,
and all the other officials. 13 After Micaiah told them everything he had heard Baruch read
to the people from the scroll, 14 all the officials sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to say to Baruch, “Bring the scroll from which you have read
to the people and come.” So Baruch son of Neriah went to them with the scroll in his hand.
15 They said to him, “Sit down, please, and read it to us.” So Baruch read it to them. 16
When they heard all these words, they looked at each other in fear and said to Baruch, “We
must report all these words to the king.” 17 Then they asked Baruch, “Tell us, how did you
come to write all this? Did Jeremiah dictate it?” 18 “Yes,” Baruch replied, “he dictated all
these words to me, and I wrote them in_ink on the scroll.” 19 Then the officials said to
Baruch, “You and Jeremiah, go and hide. Don’t let anyone know where you are.” 20 After




they put the scroll in the room of Elishama the secretary, they went to the king in the
courtyard and reported everything to him. 21 The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and
Jehudi brought it from the room of Elishama the secretary and read it to the king and all the
officials standing beside him. 22 It was the ninth month and the king was sitting in the
winter apartment, with a fire burning in the firepot in front of him. 23 Whenever Jehudi had
read three or four columns of the scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe’s knife and
threw them into the firepot, until the entire scroll was burned in the fire. 24 The king and all
his attendants who heard all these words showed no fear, nor did they tear their clothes. 25
Even though Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he
would not listen to them. 26 Instead, the king commanded Jerahmeel, a son of the king,
Seraiah son of Azriel and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to arrest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah
the prophet. But the LORD had hidden them. 27 After the king burned the scroll containing
the words that Baruch had written_at Jeremiah’s dictation, the word of the LORD came to
Jeremiah: 28 “Take another scroll and write on it all the words that were on_the first scroll,
which Jehoiakim king of Judah burned up. 29 Also tell Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘This is
what the LORD says: You burned that scroll and said, “Why did you write on it that the king
of Babylon would certainly come and destroy this land and wipe from it both man and
beast?” 30 Therefore this is what the LORD says about Jehoiakim king of Judah: He will
have no one to sit on the throne of David; his body will be thrown out and exposed to the
heat by day and the frost by night. 31 I will punish him and his children and his attendants
for their wickedness; | will bring on them and those living in Jerusalem and the people of
Judah every disaster | pronounced against them, because they have not listened.” ” 32 So
Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son of Neriah, and as
Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote on it all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of
Judah _had burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to them.” (Jeremiah
36:1-32) You can see clearly from this passage that Jeremiah and Baruch were in great threat
but they persevered in doing the work of God and did their best to bring the message of God to
the people that they need to hear, and even to the king of Judah. Baruch twice needed to write
the scroll, and he took the risk to go and read it. Both of them, Jeremiah and Baruch, were
under the threat of the sentence of the king to be arrested. Sure Baruch got discouraged and
hurt when what he wrote was burned and he needed to rewrite again.

3- He was falsely accused that he was inciting Jeremiah to instruct them not to go to Egypt:
“1 Then all the army officers, including Johanan son of Kareah and Jezaniah son of
Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the greatest approached 2 Jeremiah the
prophet and said to him, “Please hear our petition and pray to the LORD your God for this
entire remnant. For as you now see, though we were once many, now only a few are left. 3
Pray that the LORD your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do.” 4 “I
have heard you,” replied Jeremiah the prophet. “I will certainly pray to the LORD your God
as you have requested; I will tell you everything the LORD says and will keep nothing back
from you.” 5 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the LORD be a true and faithful witness
against us if we do not act in accordance with everything the LORD your God sends you to
tell us. 6 Whether it is favorable or unfavorable, we will obey the LORD our God, to whom
we are sending you, so that it will go well with us, for we will obey the LORD our God.” 7
Ten days later the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah. 8 So he called together Johanan
son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him and all the people from the least
to the greatest. 9 He said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of lIsrael, to whom you
sent me to present your petition, says: 10 ‘If you stay in this land, I will build you up and not

tear you down; | will plant you and not uproot you, for I have relented concerning the
disaster | have inflicted on you. 11 Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, whom you now
fear. Do not be afraid of him, declares the LORD, for I am with you and will save you and
deliver you from his hands. 12 I will show you compassion so that he will have compassion
on you and restore you to your land.’ 13 “However, if you say, ‘We will not stay in this
land,’ and so disobey the LORD your God, 14 and if you say, ‘No, we will go and live in
Egypt, where we will not see war or hear the trumpet or be hungry for bread,” 15 then hear
the word of the LORD, you remnant of Judah. This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of
Israel, says: ‘If you are determined to go to Egypt and you do go to settle there, 16 then the
sword you fear will overtake you there, and the famine you dread will follow you into Egypt,
and there you will die. 17 Indeed, all who are determined to go to Egypt to settle there will
die by the sword, famine and plague; not one of them will survive or escape the disaster |
will bring on them.’ 18 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘As my
anger and wrath have been poured out on those who lived in Jerusalem, so will my wrath be
poured out on you when you go to Egypt. You will be a curse and an object of horror, a
curse and an object of reproach; you will never see this place again.” 19 “Remnant of
Judah, the LORD has told you, ‘Do not go to Egypt.’ Be sure of this: I warn you today 20
that you made a fatal mistake when you sent me to the LORD your God and said, ‘Pray to
the LORD our God for us; tell us everything he says and we will do it.” 21 | have told you
today, but you still have not obeyed the LORD your God in all he sent me to tell you. 22 So
now, be sure of this: You will die by the sword, famine and plague in the place where you
want to go to settle. 1 When Jeremiah had finished telling the people all the words of the
LORD their God—everything the LORD had sent him to tell them—2 Azariah son of
Hoshaiah and Johanan son of Kareah and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, “You are
lying! The LORD our God has not sent you to say, ‘You must not go to Egypt to settle there.’
3 But Baruch son of Neriah is inciting you against us to hand us over to the Babylonians, so
they may Kill us or carry us into exile to Babylon. 4 So Johanan son of Kareah and all the
army officers and all the people disobeyed the LORD’s command to stay in the land of
Judah. 5 Instead, Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers led away all the remnant
of Judah who had come back to live in the land of Judah from all the nations where they
had been scattered. 6 They also led away all those whom Nebuzaradan commander of the
imperial guard had left with Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan—the men, the
women, the children and the king’s daughters. And they took Jeremiah the prophet and
Baruch son of Neriah along with them. 7 So they entered Egypt in disobedience to the
LORD and went as far as Tahpanhes.” (Jeremiah 42-43:7) The people accused Baruch
falsely that he is pushing Jeremiah to prophesy against them. People will always come and they
want to hear certain things they like to hear. When they will not hear what they expect then
they will react and start to tell false accusation. “3 For the time will come when people will
not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” (2Timothy 4:3-4) At this time many
people are not willing to hear the truth. Not only that but they will rebel and fight back and
falsely accused you and others when they are faced to do God’s will, as what had happened
with the people around Jeremiah and Baruch. Do not be discouraged if people speak bad about
you or insult you, “11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your
reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
(Matthew 5:11-12)




For all the above circumstances that Baruch was exposed might be the reasons to make him
discouraged and caused him to start to seek things for himself, Should you then seek great
things for yourself. He might start looking how to be in a safe place, how to find a comfort
zone where he can hide and rest, how he can use what he has to treat himself, starting to plan
for personal gain and wishes, looking for new plans especially now at the end he was forced
with Jeremiah to go into Egypt. The trials and the persecution that he was passing through had
traumatizing effects on his life that might even affect his commitment to serve God and to
remain true to faith.

My dear and beloved: “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe
in him, but also to suffer for him.” (Philippians 1:29) You need to know that God’s calling is
not an entertainment trip. But is willingness to stand firm with God and willingness to take the
risk and paying the cost for that calling. The meaning of Baruch’s name is "blessed.” It is a
blessing to suffer and endure it for Christ’s sake. Do not be discouraged because of all the trials
that you are passing through due to the opposition that you receive from the enemy; God surely
will bless you and will reward you for all that. God is calling you through this message to come
out from the pain of your wound, and wanted you to be comforted, telling you that God is
there beside you and He will reward you for all your pain, sacrifices and labor in serving Him
as you agree to pray.

My Prayer: Father God | come before you in the name of Jesus, who died on the cross for my sins
and rose from the death to give me eternal life. Lord | understood well your word and | accept the
way you call me to serve you. Lord heal my wounds and sooth my pain. | am willing Lord to
persevere even to the end. Preserve me, protect me, give me strength and provide all my needs. This
is my prayer in Jesus name, Amen.
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Share the message with a friend.
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